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SUBJECT: PENANG DRUG ABUSE WORKSHOP 

REF: A) STATE 103088, B) STATE 101788, C) COLOMBO 1622, D) 

STATE 82844, E) KUALA LUMPUR 2455, F) COLOMBO 0997 

1 . WE WERE PLEASED TO LEARN FROM REFTEL A THAT THE 
DEPT WILL SUPPORT THE PARTICIPATION OF DRS. MCGLOTHLIN 
AND SENAY IN THE PENANG DRUG ABUSE WORKSHOP. WE 
HAVE DISCUSSED THE SEMINAR RECENTLY WITH BOTH ADNAN 
OF THE MINISTRY OF WELFARE SERVICES AND NAVARATNAM 
OF UNIVERSITY SAINS AND BOTH WERE EXPECTING PARTI- 
CIPATION BY EXPERTS FROM THE U.S. WHILE THIS IS 
PERHAPS NOT A MAJOR EVENT, IT IS THE KIND OF REGIONAL 
EFFORT WE ARE INTERESTED IN PROMOTING. 

2. NAVARATNAM AND ADNAN HAVE PROVIDED EMBASSY WITH 
FURTHER BACKGROUND ON THE PENANG NARCOTICS WORKSHOP. 
APPARENTLY THE SHORT NOTICE GIVEN TO THE INVITED 
PARTICIPANTS WAS DUE TO A COMMUNICATIONS BREAKDOWN 
BETWEEN THE MALAYSIAN HIGH COMMISSIONER IN 
COLOMBO (WHO IS THE GOM COLOMBO PLAN REP) AND 
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THE MINISTRY OF WELFARE SERVICES, A BREAKDOWN NO 
ONE IS ABLE OR WILLING TO EXPLAIN. IN ANY CASE, 

THE GOM IS EMBARRASSED BY THE WHOLE AFFAIR. 

3. THE EMBASSY WILL SEND AN OFFICER TO OBSERVE 
AT LEAST PARTS OF THE CONFERENCE, AND THE DCM 
WILL PROBABLY ATTEND THE CLOSING CEREMONIES IN 
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HIS CAPACITY AS NARCOTICS COORDINATOR. 

MILLER 
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